The question as to whether it is or is not desirable that physicians or surgeons should have the option of holding office at more than one hospital has recently been the subject of discussion in Bristol, ' the committee of one of the largest medical charities having been opposed to the dual appointment of a member of their .staff.
In this city we are perhaps especially fortunate in that our great medical charities are watched over and provided for by laymen who have devoted such an amount of time and money to the work they have taken in hand, that no one can doubt for one moment their single-hearted desire for the best interests of their respective institutions.
In approaching this or any question which concerns a great hospital, we must bear in mind that these institutions are really great public trusts, which exist, not for the benefit of medical practitioners, but in the first instance for the welfare of the patients who go to them for treatment, and secondly, for the advancement and teaching of medicine in all its brandies ; but it is obvious that the latter is in reality one of the essential factors in promoting the interests of the patients in any hospital. 
